News & Updates - September 2020

Farm-to-School
Goes Virtual
By Laura Genello,
Farm to School Specialist
Although the farm is quieter these days
nd
without 2 grade students to
experience the plants, pollinators and
animals in person, the Great Kids Farm team has been busy offering a variety of
virtual and Covid-safe programming.

Funded by Friends of Great Kids Farm, seven Baltimore City high school students
completed nearly 300 hours of work this summer, working remotely as youth
consultants, and on the farm as farm assistants. These students tested and refined
nd
designs for classroom activity kits, created video content for 2 graders, and
learned the ins and outs of working on a farm: from using the tractor to pulling
weeds. Their work will continue this fall, as Friends has secured funding for another
300 hours of youth employment.

In September, we launched a pre-recorded virtual second grade field trip, complete
with four learning stations: animals, plants, pollination and “let’s get cooking.”
Consisting of 12 short videos on each of the topics, the virtual trip is meant to
nd
complement the 2 grade science unit, “What do Plants Need,” and can be used by
teachers in their online classrooms. Student interns, Brayden Hurt and Jalil Green,
helped create most of the video content for this virtual field trip, and enjoyed
starring in the videos.

In addition, we have continued to expand the FaceTime the Farmer program, which

has hosted 760 students on live virtual farm visits since May 2020. These half-hour
to an hour sessions are a chance for students to meet the farm animals, observe
plants and pollinators, and ask all their farming questions. We love the interactivity
of these sessions, and since they are live anything can happen: we’ve caught
glimpses of deer running through the woods, eggs beginning to hatch, and even a
rooster attacking a staff member live on camera. While we hope to provide this
nd
experience for every 2 grade student, FaceTime the Farmer is open to students of
all grade levels.

Finally, activity kits are an important piece of our fall programming. It is difficult to
capture the hands-on nature of a farm field trip in a virtual setting. Since last spring,
Friends has funded and we have distributed 3,802 plant-a-seed activity kits to
elementary school students, with the goal of distributing an additional 5,000 this
fall. These kits allow students to grow a windowsill herb garden at home, and
complete five activities all aligned with their science curriculum.

While there is still much uncertainty about how Covid-19 and school closures will
continue to impact our programming, we are excited to develop new ways to reach
students with fun, engaging, farm-based education.
Visit us online!
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Farmer's Notes
By James Koval, Farm Manager

Even though most of our summer programming was
altered, we still managed to get some high school
interns working onsite for the past few months. We
had two high schoolers, Brayden and Jalil, who were
eager to spend their summer days working on a farm.
Both of them previously spent time doing
landscaping, so doing physical work out in the hot
sun was not new for them. However, they got to learn
and experience plenty of new things during their
summer at Great Kids Farm.
The animals are often the favorite feature of the farm. The students on field trips
love watching the chickens scratch the dirt or the goats grazing in the pasture.
Fortunately for them, those students only get to have the positive and fun
experiences with the animals. Brayden and Jalil had to do the behind the scenes

work like cleaning dirty poultry coops, fending off the mean rooster to collect eggs,
and catching goats to check eye colors. Our high school interns certainly learned
that not all farm jobs are enjoyable. But they understood the need for this work to
keep the animals safe and healthy. I had an especially awesome moment with
Brayden the other day out in the pasture. We just opened the far gate so the sheep
and goats could have access to a new piece of pasture. It was early in the morning
and the grass was very wet and the new pasture had really tall grass. The goats
were reluctant to dive in because they don’t like getting wet. Brayden then said, “But
the tall grass is better. Less parasites!”
Aside from their new animal husbandry skills, Brayden and Jalil got to learn how to
operate some of our farm’s most important machines. They got to mow the grass
using our zero-turn mower and then clean up any debris on the driveway with the
backpack blower. They also used the tiller to prep planting spaces. Most exciting,
the boys both got on the tractor and helped haul and spread wood chips on our
woods trail. Jalil’s mother arrived to pick him up while he was loading the truck with
wood chips. She took a video of him working and was so thrilled to see him operate
the tractor so skillfully. She told me how happy she was to see him operating it and
that his patience and thoughtfulness on the tractor reassured her he would be a safe
driver! Brayden and Jalil did an incredible job this summer at Great Kids Farm. They
are now back to school but fortunately they are able to come in throughout the fall
and continue to help out with farm and programming tasks. I am so grateful for their
hard work and commitment!

Fall Online Auction starts October 4th!

October is almost here, and that means our Fall Online Auction is about to
begin! We need your help to continue to reach out to your networks for auction
items. We can add items up to the last minute on October 3rd. The Auction will
begin October 4th at noon and run until 8pm October 13th. So far, we have some
really great offerings from the community and will be sharing a preview via social
media the week before. Please help us share the link below far and wide to ensure
we have great participation and can set the bar high for future auctions.

Friends of Great Kids Farm Online Auction
Are you able to donate? We’re appreciative of all donations, whether they be goods,
services, or just an outright donation to support our work. Reach out to Courtney
Bindl at courtney.bindl@gmail.com to discuss what you can provide.

Update: Jill Wrigley Memorial
Outdoor Classroom
Progress is being made on the Jill Wrigley Memorial Outdoor
Classroom project! This past month, the cement pad for the
classroom was poured (see picture to the right) and the
walkways leading to the space have now been upgraded to
meet ADA new building requirements.
Next steps of the project include ordering and installation of
the prefabricated structure. Our goal is to raise $30,000 in order to complete these
steps and Phase One of this project.
Donations for this project can be made to Friends of Great Kids Farm either through
our website at friendsgkf.org, or by mailing a check to Friends of Great Kids Farm,
6601 Baltimore National Pike, Catonsville, MD 21228. Please reference the Jill
Wrigley Memorial Outdoor Classroom when making donations for this project. For
additional information, please reach out to Nancy Wiley at 240-426-6617 or
Nancy@friendsgkf.org. Thank you for your support!

Resource Corner for
Parents & Teachers
Below are some resources that we are offering this Fall. These are subject to change. For more
information about these resources, please reach out to our farm to school specialists at
farms@bcps.k12.md.us or visit our website for the most up-to-date information.

School Garden Support
School Garden Toolkit: Our school garden toolkit contains all the resources you need to start or
maintain a school garden. Bit.ly/BCPSSGardenToolkit
Garden Consults: Look up your farm to school specialist in the garden toolkit to schedule a consultation
Seedling Give-Aways: Pick-up seedlings for your school garden or classroom every spring and fall.

Classroom Activities
Activity Kits: Request a classroom activity kit on indoor gardening to bring the farm to your students.
Classroom Visits: Pending approval in district reopening plans, we’ll bring the farm to your classroom.
Contact us to learn more.

Also, check out our Youtube channel!

