News & Updates - May 2020

What's New at the Farm?
All of us here at the farm are excited to announce plans for a new outdoor
classroom that is scheduled to be built later this year on site. This project will
provide a dynamic and flexible space for our educators to engage students visiting
the farm. The classroom plans include whiteboards and workstations, outdoor
kitchen space for cooking demos, as well as raised planting beds and native,
perennial landscaping. Possible additions include rain-catchment and solar panel
utilities, as well as a grill, fireplace, or brick-oven. The planned space will be able to
accommodate 20 adults or up to 48 second graders and will have an American with
Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant design and construction.
This project will be dedicated to the memory of Jill Wrigley, a social justice activist,
healthy food advocate, and the visionary behind Great Kids Farm. Jill believed
deeply in the power of connecting children to nature and exposing them to the
whole process of growing and cooking food, from seed to table. She was a friend,
teacher, mentor, and light to all who knew her and we think this classroom will be
the perfect way to honor her at the farm.
Thank you to our friends over at The Neighborhood Design Center for collaborating
with us on the classroom’s design! We look forward to turning these plans into
action and creating more space for our students to connect to the farm. Stay tuned
for updates.
If you are interested in supporting this project, funding opportunities still exist and
donations are gratefully accepted.
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Bringing the
Farm to the
students!
When schools first closed for this pandemic, data
suggested that one-third to one-half of City Schools
students lacked adequate access to the
internet.1,2 Particularly for these students – but also for
students who are able to complete schoolwork virtually –
our farm to school team saw an opportunity to provide
hands-on learning kits. We connected with City Schools
academic leads to understand how we could link most
strategically with curricula, and we reached out to Living
Classrooms Foundation (LCF), where staff were working

through similar planning for materials distribution.
Thanks to the support and flexibility of Friends, our staff
was able to design and compile 2,000 STEAM kits that
could be distributed in partnership with the Living
Classrooms Foundation (LCF) at several City Schools
meal sites. Each kit included materials to plant and track
three herbs, along with an activity guide designed to link
to spring science units for students in grades K-8. The
week of our giveaways, our staff and City Schools
science liaisons received a barrage of emails and calls
from families and teachers interested in these (and
more!) kits. We are grateful to Friends for making it
possible to bring our farm right to our students’ homes!
Special thanks to Nancy and Mary Jane’s families, Keith,
and some of our dedicated field trip volunteers, who
spent hours hunched over soil bags, sorting seeds, and
organizing pots as we compiled these kits.
SOURCES:
1. https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bsmd-schools-technology-distance-learning20200416-livo4syohbfdvcj56zbpfwwjta-story.html
2. https://www.wmar2news.com/news/coronavirus/
push-to-bring-technology-to-baltimore-citystudents,

Farmer's
Notes
We are currently wrapping up our second round of seedling
distribution to teachers and staff members of Baltimore City
Public Schools. Normally, we would have the greenhouse
open for teachers and staff to “shop” seedlings for their
classrooms and school gardens. With everything going on
this spring, things look a little different. Teachers/staff have
been scheduling times to come to the farm and pick up
their herb, flower, and vegetable seedlings. We have given
out over 2,500 seedlings in the last few weeks. If you
combine that with the plants we distributed in March, we
are at over 6,000 seedlings. Ideally, students would have
been doing the planting with their teachers and school
garden leaders this spring. Fortunately, the seedlings are
still going to great use. While the students may not be
physically touching the plants, they are still getting digital
lessons from their teachers on how to start a garden of their
own or how to take care of young plants. Additionally, they
may not get to do the planting now, but they will hopefully
get to enjoy harvesting the plants at their school gardens
this fall. I am so proud and thankful for all the creativity and
flexibility the City Schools' staff is showing during these
times. Keep up the great work!

Mark your fall calendar with
A Taste of the Farm on September 26, 2020
Join Us for a Taste of Great Kids Farm
COVID-19 may change what our Taste of the
Farm looks like, but we're still planning on an
event to showcase food and drink from locallysourced ingredients (including farm-fresh produce
and eggs from Great Kids Farm).
This event is both a friendraiser and a fundraiser.
If you'd like to support the event and our efforts to
serve our Baltimore City Public School students,
consider a sponsorship.

Sponsorship Opportunities

For more information or to purchase a
sponsorship, please contact Nancy Wiley,
Executive Director, at nancy@friendsgkf.org or
240-426-6617.

Resource Corner for
Parents & Teachers
Check out these websites for some great activities and science lessons for kids that
can be done at home, both outdoors and indoors.

National Agriculture in the Classroom - Agriculture science lessons for PreK
through 12th grade.
Kids Gardening - Gardening activities and lesson plans for PreK through 4th grade.
Audubon for Kids - Includes bird lessons, activites, and games for kids of all ages.
Environment America - Includes 50 environmental education activities for kids.
BCPSS Learning Packets - While the kids are at home, have them keep engaged
by downloading their grade-level learning packet on the City Schools website.

